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Voices of Youth: Timeline

PHASE 1

Oct-Dec

● 2-4 strategy sessions 
● Determine age groups, geography, recruitment 

methods & needs
● Finalize project schedule & team: Where will 

listening sessions happen? When is best? Online & 
offline mentoring sessions? 

1 Prep, Kickoff + Program Design

2 Recruit and Enroll Youth

PHASE 2

Dec-Feb

● Up to 24 youth participants
● 1-2 listening/recruitment sessions
● 3-6 curriculum/mentor sessions
● Track youth participation/engagement with partner 

organizations 

3 Recruit and Train Mentors and Facilitators

4 Prepare and Deliver Curriculum

PHASE 3

Feb-May

● Start publishing Project Editor written stories
● Finish content creation (youth & mentors)
● Keep publishing Project Editor written stories 
● Create a special Model D Issue 

5 Publish Editorial

6 Evaluation and Reporting



YOUR INSTRUCTOR: Biba Adams

Biba Adams has been a contributor to Issue 
Media Group since 2018. She is also a former 
educator and currently the Assistant Director of 
Marketing and Communications at Wayne State 
University Law School.

   



YOUR MENTOR: Joel “Fluent” Greene 
Joel Fluent Greene is a Detroit based poet, 
author and event producer. A Spirit of Detroit 
Award winner, Joel was the long running host of 
Detroit’s iconic Cafe' Mahogany poetry nights, 
and has shared the stage with acts as diverse 
as The Roots, Pharrell Williams, The Last Poets, 
Big Sean, and more 

He has held workshops and performances in 
over 50 schools in the Metro Detroit area. 
Author of four collections of poetry, Joel is 
currently a creative writing instructor at Mariner’s 
Inn, a shelter and treatment center located in 
Detroit.



YOUR MENTOR: Val Waller 

Native Detroiter, Valaurian Waller is a documentary 
photographer whose work examines social inequities in 
the city of Detroit. Self-taught, she is a Foundry Photo 
Workshop alumna (2021), a Facing Change: 
Documenting Detroit Fellow (2018), and a member of 
Diversity Photo and Women Photograph. 

Her most recent work is on display at the Detroit Historical 
Museum as part of The Hustle exhibition (2023). 
Valaurian’s photos have been published in the New York 
Times, The Washington Post, The Houston Chronicle, 
The Detroit Free Press, Bridge Michigan, Bridge Detroit, 
and Detroit Catholic, among others. 



YOUR MENTOR: Jessica Taylor

Jessica Taylor is a Detroit-based journalist. As a National 
Association of Black Journalists award winner Jessica has 
built her professional career reporting on race and culture. 
She developed her journalistic skills at Wayne State 
University's professional honors program, The Journalism 
Institute for Media Diversity. There she grew in passion for 
storytelling and marketing and communications.

As a recent graduate of Wayne State, she is ardent about 
the education of Detroiters and advancing Black youth 
professionally and creatively. Her involvement with serving 
the youth department for the Southwest Jurisdiction #1 of 
the Church of God in Christ and being a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. keeps her rooted in her 
community. Jessica is currently working for the 
communications and marketing team at Wayne State 
University Law School. 



YOUR MENTOR: James Morris
James Charles Morris (b. 1984), is a self-taught multidisciplinary artist, who 
has engaged in the creative visual media practices of photography, 
collage, painting, and printmaking for 20 years. Morris has used his work to 
engage in various social conversations addressing themes of race, 
spirituality, history, mental wellness and community. As a native Detroiter, 
Morris has always had a fondness for his hometown, which is evident in his 
work.

In 2008, Morris founded Definitive Style Exclusive (DSE Detroit), a brand 
that uses an array of visual statements and designs created with a simple 
yet blunt approach to touch on difficult and controversial topics within our 
society.

In 2019, Morris began developing an artistic style that combines collage, 
photo montage, and abstract expressionism. This collage-montage style 
has led Morris to create a series of figurative works, that have engaged 
many within the artistic community.



YOUR MENTOR: Chrishelle Griffin
Chrishelle Griffin is the owner of Consult Chris, LLC. She 
works with organizations and entrepreneurs, specializing in 
branding, marketing and events. Chrishelle previously served 
as a multimedia journalist for six years, working as a copy 
editor, features writer, and social media manager. 

In her role with Issue Media Group, Chrishelle manages 
social media posting and boosting for special projects across 
multiple markets, including Model D Media. She has served 
as a social media mentor in previous Voices of Youth 
projects, working with youth on topics including mental 
health, diversity and inclusion. She is an advocate for 
creating safe spaces for conversations around mental health 
and work.



Voices of Youth: Program Updates

Two Youth Cohorts

● Cohort 1  - Ages 4 - 12- COMPLETE
○ Center 4 Success
○ Brilliant Detroit

● Cohort 2 - Ages 13-18 - COMPLETE
○ CDAD | Community Development Advocates of 

Detroit
○ Cody Rouge Action Alliance
○ Boys & Girls Club
○ Skillman 



Voices of Youth: Cohort 1  

● 3 cartoon/community storytelling workshops held:
○ December 7th - Center for Success
○ December 8th - Brilliant Detroit
○ December 9th - Brilliant Detroit

● Over 24 youth served
○ Translator on-site at Center for Success location
○ Original artwork created at each workshop

● 1 original story published in Model D
● Completed artwork to be delivered to partners



Voices of Youth: Cohort 1 Content 

*Spanish version also published on Model D



Voices of Youth: Cohort 1 Content 

*Spanish version also published on Model D



Voices of Youth: Cohort 2    

Cohort Two Session Dates

Thursday, January 26th
5:30-7:30 pm
Aretha's Jazz Cafe
350 Madison St. Detroit, MI 48226

Thursday, February 9th
5:30-7:30 pm
Aretha's Jazz Cafe
350 Madison St. Detroit, MI 48226



Voices of Youth: Cohort 2   

● 9 youth participants
● 9 stories published, 1 produced by IMG
● All youth have been paid for workshop participation



Voices of Youth: Cohort 2   

Introducing Cohort 2 - 451 views
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Voices of Youth: Cohort 2 Content   
1,452 views
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Voices of Youth: Content Published   

Run date Title Engagement Total Reach

2/7/2023 Voices of Youth: What would our youngest community members change? We ask them. 133 32784

2/7/2023
Los jóvenes opinan: ¿Qué cambiarían los miembros más jóvenes de nuestra comunidad? 
Se lo preguntamos 1 17568

3/21/2023 Voices of Youth: Defining and refining our community 102 17877

3/23/2023 Voices of Youth: Behind the scenes on a Model D photo shoot 1,544 17871

4/11/2023 Voices of Youth: Detroit teen tells grandparents' story through moving poem 435 32996

4/18/2023 Voices of Youth: Teen artist visualizes her hope for Detroit's homes 17 22688

4/25/2023 Voices of Youth: Teen reporter captures development disparity in Detroit 515 31273

4/25/2023 Voices of Youth: Teen poet shares powerful story of grief and guilt 297 17871

5/2/2023 Voices of Youth: What does self care look like for Detroit teens? 219 28365

5/9/2023 Voices of Youth: Teen captures how Cody Rogue space provides calm in a chaotic world 54 2430

5/16/2023 Voices of Youth: Detroit teen dives into the history of hostile architecture 156 19578



Voices of Youth: Impact   

● 33 youth served 
● 9 youth stories published
● 5 events held
● 2 IMG stories published
● 201,341 people reached
● 3,473 engagements

“I loved the program and the project I promoted. 
I hope people actually take into consideration 
that mental health and self love is a big thing in 
the world and learn how to help themselves 
improve their mental health and wellbeing.”


